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2003 Cornell Swine School Features Small-Scale Systems, March 20-21

As more and more consumers are looking for healthful products grown closer to home, Northeast farmers have some new opportunities to produce livestock profitably on a small scale.

In response to growing interest from small farmers, the two-day 2003 Cornell Swine School will include one full day of educational programming specifically for small-scale producers and those thinking about getting started in small-scale pork production. This is the first time that organizers are offering a focus on small-scale systems since 1983, when the Swine School first began. 

“There is a real need for this small farm initiative,” says Tro Bui, Extension Associate with Cornell’s Department of Animal Science. Bui regularly fields inquiries from people wanting to convert old dairy barns for production of swine, goats or sheep. “I get all kinds of basic questions, like ‘where can we buy breeding stock? Where is the market? What should I feed?’ ” 

The first day of the Cornell Swine School on Thursday, March 20 is for producers of any size, while the next day is targeted for smaller producers.  Students in the small farm session will learn about basic swine health management; artificial insemination; managing baby pigs; feeds and feeding; group housing systems; marketing opportunities; and more. 

The Cornell Swine School is held at the Livestock Pavilion and in Morrison Hall on the Cornell campus, with some sessions at the Cornell Swine Farm. The program includes both classroom and hands-on training, including practice with injections, tail clipping, castration, artificial insemination, and diagnosis of health problems by necropsy. It’s a great way to get started in swine production or to improve your skills and knowledge. 

To register for the 2003 Cornell Swine School, call Tro Bui at 607-592-1438. For information on a variety of small farm topics, visit Cornell’s Small Farms Web Site at www.smallfarms.cornell.edu.  
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