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Project Provides Timely Information on NY Pasture Forage Quality 

Over the past two years, The Cornell Small Farms Program has made a number of small grants to Cornell Cooperative Extension educators to help them develop programs that specifically target local small farm businesses and the families who live and work on these farms.

This growing season, one such project is helping Central New York’s small farmers manage their pastures more effectively by providing timely information on forage quality. Each week, samples of pasture forage are taken from 5-10 farms scattered throughout Chemung, Cortland, Schuyler, Tioga, and Tompkins Counties. The samples are then analyzed The samples are then analyzed for fiber, protein, and minerals at Dairy One using wet chemistry methods. Results are made available on the internet almost immediately. To view the results, visit the website of the Graze-NY program, www.grazeny.com. Click on the "Pasture Forage Quality Project" button. 

The Pasture Forage Quality Project is the brainchild of Dan Demaine, who works with Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Area Dairy Team in Chemung, Cortland, Schuyler, Tioga, and Tompkins Counties. Dan says his motivation for this project came from interactions with farmers over the past few years. “I often heard from them that they felt pasture forage quality changed frequently and they weren't able to manage it as closely as they would like. Then last year, I noticed that several samples I took from different farms showed crude protein levels much below what we commonly assume pasture to be: 10-15% last year versus the 20+% we had assumed. Milk production seemed to suffer when the protein dropped because no one realized the change until it was too late.”

For more information about the Pasture Forage Quality Project contact Dan Demaine, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cortland County, 607 753 5213. For more information about the Cornell Small Farms Program, contact R. David Smith, 607-255-7286, or visit our web site at: http://www.cals.cornell.edu/agfoodcommunity 

