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Grass-Raised Livestock for Profit and Pleasure

Grass-Raised Livestock for Profitable Small Farms

A day long workshop on growing and marketing grass-raised livestock will be offered at two Western NY locations in October. The “Farming for Profit, Pleasure, & Production” workshops are sponsored by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Chautauqua Counties, and the NY Pasture Association. Funding was provided by Cornell’s Small Farms Program, which provides grants to Cornell Cooperative Extension educators to help them develop programs that specifically target local small farm businesses.


The program features Virginia pasture farmer and author Joel Salatin. His family’s farm, Polyface, Inc. (“The Farm of Many Faces”) has been featured in Smithsonian Magazine and National Geographic. Salatin’s books include:  Pastured Poultry Profit$: Net $23,000 in Six Months on 20 Acres; The Entrepreneur’s Guide to Start and Succeed in a Farming Enterprise; Family Friendly Farming: A Multi-Generational Home-Based Business Testament and Salad Bar Beef.

Salatin’s speaking and writing reflect dirt-under-the-fingernails experience punctuated with mischievous humor.  He addresses a wide range of issues, from “creating the farm your children will want” to “making a white collar salary from a pleasant life in the country.” The workshop will explore new ideas for successful small-scale livestock enterprises. Topics include A New Way to Farm, Low Start-Up Cost, Potential For Profit, Family Friendly Farming, Ecological Practices, and Healthy Pasture Raised Animals.


This workshop is being held at two locations. On Friday, October 11, 2002 it will be offered at the Randolph Fire Hall, Main Street (Route 394) in Randolph, NY, and on Saturday, October 12, at the Alfred University campus in Alfred, NY. The program runs from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM. The cost is $20.00 per person, $10.00 for students, which includes registration, handouts, and a luncheon and break featuring locally grown, grass-fed animal products.                               

Registration deadline is by Thursday, October 3, 2002.  Pre-registration is required.  For workshop information, contact Desiree’ Ottley at 1-800-897-9189 or 716-699-2377, Ext.#125 or at dao5@cornell.edu or visit the web site: www.cce.cornell.edu/allegany-cattaraugus.
For information about Cornell’s Small Farms Program, contact R. David Smith at rds4@cornell.edu, 607-255-7286, or visit our web site at: www.smallfarms.cornell.edu. 
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